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area are very bitter against the Turks, and are set on killing all
they can. They have some reason for this attitude, in the slaughter
of the women and children mentioned above, and in the previous
execution of Sheikh Abd el-Rahman, a Belgawiya from Kerak.
He was popular, and anti-Turk, but the Government caught him,
and harnessing him between four wild mules tore him to death.
This was the culmination of a series of executions by torture in
Kerak, and the memory of them has embittered local opinion.
The Arab losses in the fight came to two killed (a Rualla and
a Sherarat) and several wounded, including Sheikh Benaiah ibn
Dughmi. Considering the amount of firing, the confusion, the
close quarters at which we were, and the Turkish casualties, the
Arabs must be held to have got off very luckily. Several horses
were hit in the cavalry charge, and Auda himself (in front, of
course) had a narrow escape, since two bullets smashed his field
glasses, one pierced his revolver holster, three struck his sheathed
sword, and his horse was killed under him. He was wildly pleased
with the whole affair.
Unfortunately, many of our prisoners were wounded and we
had very few spare camels with us. Those who could hold on
were mounted behind Arabs on the spare camels; but we had to
abandon the worst cases at Aba el-Lissan, and of those we took
with us about fifty died of heat, hunger and thirst on the road
down to Akaba. The heat in the Hesma and Wadi Itm was
terrible, and the water between Fuweila and Akaba only sufficient
for perhaps 200 men and animals. For the matter of food, Nasir
and I had taken two months' supply with us from Wejh, and were
now two months out; the Bedu had their own food with them in
their saddle bags, but Arab rations are ill-adapted, in quality and
quantity, for Turkish soldiers. We did what we could for the
prisoners, but everybody went short.
From Aba el-Lissan we marched to Guweira (22 miles) after
sending out a column which destroyed Mreiga, the nearest
gendarme post to Maan, on the Akaba road. At Guweira we
received the surrender of the garrison (of about 120 men), their
intermediary being Hussein ibn Jad,1 who joined us here on
1 'At Guweira lay Sheikh ibn Jad, balancing- his policy to come down with the stronger:
and today we were the stronger and the old fox was ours/   (Sewn Pillars of
Chap. LIV.)                                                                        V                      J